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1. Incorporating the value of natural capital in public and private 
sector policies and decision-making

2. Pursuing sustainable development and sustainable 
production – incl. agriculture, fisheries, and extractive 
industries - while maintaining natural capital

3. Generating data, undertake monitoring and build capacity to 
support policy and decision-making.
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GDSA Structure 
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GDSA Governance Structure



GDSA Forum
• Inaugural GDSA Forum of Ministers

meeting (Maun, Botswana October 
2017) in combination with GDSA 
National Focal Points

• Look back at first 5 years of GDSA

• Reconfirm commitment to the GDSA 
Declaration

• Consider and agree GDSA Governance 
Structure and joining guidelines

• Discuss and endorse GDSA Strategy 
2017-2022

• Approve GDSA Secretariat work plan 
2017-18 (Focal Points)
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▪ High level visionary guidance, 
operational level engagement 
(Ministers) and in-country 
coordination and action (FPs)

▪ Focus on policy supported by 
research, capacity building, south-
south exchanges and on-the-ground 
action for SD / eco-civilization

▪ Leadership with equal participation 
and equitable benefits (everybody 
wins) – regional cooperation

▪ Sustainable financing for practical 
outcomes: support attainment of 
SDGs and climate change NDCs
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▪ Ecosystem protection, management 
and restoration for the benefit of 
people’s livelihoods

▪ Partnerships make the difference: 
communities, local and national 
NGOs, and international 
organisations

▪ Governments and private sector 
work together

▪ ‘Presence’ in the region – country 
activities, Communities of Practice, 
country committees or offices
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▪ Increase capacity and support for 
implementing natural capital accounting 
+ ecosystem mapping / accounting.

▪ Establish NCA partnerships for regional 
Community of Practice – COP (World 
Bank WAVES, GIZ, IUCN, UNEP) + MoUs

▪ Undertake pilot Ecosystem Accounting 
project / NC mapping - Liberia

▪ Develop and implement GDSA multi-
country NCA project (GEF)

▪ NCA training (Australia) – GDSA 
participants (Ghana, Liberia, Botswana)
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People need nature to thrive…but 
where is the nature that people 
need?

• Where are the forests that mitigate 
climate change and harbor 
biodiversity?

• Where are the rivers and wetlands 
that provide fresh water for 
drinking and energy production?

• Where are the forests, savannas, and 
grasslands that provide non-timber 
forest products to support food 
security?
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Maps of essential natural capital are 
helpful to

• Appreciate extent and condition of 
natural capital (forests, mangroves, 
plantations, PAs, water sources etc.)

• Guide scarce resources to the places 
where they can be most effective

• Support spatial planning

• Inform efforts to achieve sustainable 
development targets

• Provide indicators to measure the status 
of ecosystems and biodiversity

• Provide a basis for more advanced 
Natural Capital Accounting efforts
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Liberia – Natural Capital Mapping

Forest cover and degradation and carbon stock

Carbon stockForest cover and de
gradation



IUCN and UNEP-WCMC (2016), The World Database on Protected Areas 
(WDPA) [On-line], Cambridge, UK: UNEP-WCMC. Available at: 
www.protectedplanet.net.

Forest & 
mangroves Area (ha) Percent
Designated 322,107 4%
Proposed 861,610 11%
Proposed & 
Designated 322,107 15%
Total forest 
& 
mangroves 8,088,170 100%



• Liberia’s forests have significant carbon 
stocks

• This map shows total (aboveground & 
belowground) forest biomass carbon 
stock

• Darker brown areas = more carbon
• High carbon stock areas could be 

targeted for long-term conservation of 
Liberia’s forest carbon

Avitabile V et al. 2016. An integrated pan-tropical biomass map using multiple 
reference datasets. Global Change Biology 22:1406–1420.





Conclusion

• LMEC = platform for policy dialogue, 

capacity building, research and action

• Strategy 2022-25 translates into action 

plan with joint activities in all 6 countries

• Focus on ecosystem goods and services 

and natural capital: “shared nature, shared 

future”

• GDSA cooperation with China, LMEC and 

GMS: technical expertise, capacity 

building, south-south exchanges etc.



Thank you


