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The definition of Nature-based Solutions

At the 2016 World Conservation Congress
and members’ assembly, ITUCN's members
adopted a resolution (WCC-2016-Res-069-
EN) which, for the first time, defined the use
of nature for simultaneous benefits to
biodiversity = and  human  well-being.
According to the resolution, Nature-based
Solutions (NbS) are

“actions to protect, sustainably manage and
restore natural or modified ecosystems that
address societal challenges effectively and
adaptively, simultaneously providing human
well-being and biodiversity benefits ”.
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TUCN Council adopts first-ever Global
Standard on Nature-based Solutions

Mon, 17 Feb 2020

Gland, Switzerland — The first-ever Global Standard for Nature-
based Solutions has been developed by IUCN. Last week, the
IUCN Council adopted the standard, clearing the way for it to be
launched at the [IUCN World Conservation Congress in June.

With growing global concern over the biodiversity and climate
crises, the importance of nature-based solutions has been widely
recognised from the United Nations and national governments to
the private sector and civil society.

“Societies face immense challenges including biodiversity loss,
food and water security, human health, disaster risk and climate
change, and solutions based on nature have been too frequently
neglected” said Angela Andrade, Chair of [IUCN’s Commission on
Ecosystem Management, the scientific expert group that provided
the standard’s technical foundation.

Nature-based solutions are interventions to protect, sustainably
manage and restore natural and modified ecosystems in ways that
address societal challenges, such as climate change, food security
land degradation and biodiversity loss. Research shows that these
solutions contribute to reduce the vulnerabilities to climate change
impacts and can provide up to 37% of the mitigation needed
between now and 2030 to meet the 2°C Paris Agreement climate
change goal.

“This new global standard will enable both the public and private
sectors to consistently and reliably scale-up nature-based solutions
to help society transition to a low carbon future,” said Stewart
Maginnis, Global Director of IUCN’s Nature-based Solutions
Group, whose team facilitated the standard’s development. “This is
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the result of a two-year rigorous and inclusive consultation among
scientists, practitioners and communities with inputs from over 100
countries.”
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Comprised of eight criteria with associated indicators, a
background document and self-assessment tool, the Global
Standard for Nature-based Solutions will be rolled out later this
year in South America and Africa, with business and government
partners.

Several organisations, including ITUCN, have already developed a
number of scientifically proven approaches that have informed
nature-based solutions, including Forest Landscape Restoration,
Ecosystem-based Adaptation, Eco-Disaster Risk Reduction that
have been widely applied around the world. The Nature-based
Solutions Global Standard, for the first time, provides a common
framework to ensure coherency and best practice among these
tailored approaches.

What does the standard look like?

i ) i o “Nature is our forgotten ally in providing for society’s needs, such
The Stapdard 1S compr1s?d of nine criteria as water and protection from disasters as well as climate change,”
and their associated indicators, developed said Radhika Murti, Director of IUCN’s Global Ecosystem
by the IUCN Ecosystem Management Management Programme. “We now have a tool that can help design

Progra'mme. _and Comm1ssmq, effe.:cu.vely actions to harness the untapped potential of ecosystems for people
operationalizing the best-practice principles and nature.”

of NbS identified in 2016. Guidance will
instruct users how to use the standard to:

The Global Standard for Nature-based Solutions will be formally
launched at the [IUCN World Conservation Congress in Marseille this
June, where it is included in motion 073, "Adoption of a standard
approach to implement Nature-based Solutions for societal
challenges".

* Design new NbS;
» Upscale pilots by identifying gaps;
* Verify past projects and future proposals.
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NEW DATES: the Congress will now
take place 7-15 January 2021.

SOURCE: IUCN Website
https://www.iucn.org/news/nature-based-solutions/202002/iucn-council-adopts-
first-ever-global-standard-nature-based-solutions
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